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<

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE ’ -
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. ’

rd

20 June 19562

-
.

MIEMORANDUM FOR THE "PECIAL GROUP (AUCMENTEL)

. The Depanment of State has no objection to the
From: Brig. Gen. Lansdale éd release or declassification of this document in full
under the pravisions of the JFK Assassination Records
Collection Act of 1992 (PL102-526)

Subject: Progress, Operation Mongoose )
_ g Reviéwed on Il/ 30!7? /I(\}/fl

Internal Situation. Your attention is invitec to increased reports,
.in ClA's daily anu weckly summaries, of popular unrcst, political strife,
anc economic disruptions incide Cuia. It is supgested that tie Special
Croup (Augmented) consider the value of having an SNIE on Cuba inace
{n the immediate {uture, as a preliminary to the more conclusive esti-
mate cue at the end of Phase I, Operation Mongoose. Since FPhase I
{s scheculed to cnd 31 July, it should prove helpful to have as firm a
{ix on the Cuban situation as possible, in determining any desirable
incrcase or special cf{fort emphasis in our activities for the last monta
of Phase 1. '

Fresicential Visit. State reports that the President's forthcoming
visit to Mexico may oifer an opportunity for ciscussion of the Communist
rcgime in Havana and nopefully some change in the official iZexican
government's attituce towarcs Castro.

Lefector. CIA hao egreed, as a matter of priority, to reach a
R ! stage in the interrogation of fEECRoREAlg (the Cuban Renageyofficial
o who defected in Mexico) wnere he can be surfaced to make public charges

of Cuban Coramunist opcrations against Latin American nations. It is
desired to gain maximu:n impact {rom this story on the people of Culx,
the peosle and governments of Latin Amcerica, and worlds opinion. State
and USIA will help. M ecanwaile, USIA reports that substantial press
coverage was given to R»@ﬁgz@ initial statement atout Cuba's arms traffic
and espionage ring in Mexico.

NATO. Stiate reports it {8 making a epecial cffort with the Eritish
oS), N ¢8BTH® to treak tie impassee on the NATO report on Cuba. Secretary Rusic will

4S5 Af%(‘";’flf/é? discuss the problem in iondon. Asgistant Secretary Xohler has told
= the UX Armbassador in VWasnington that we {ind the Pritish attitude
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'?@’fb&; State ;a3 reported to me t! 1at i3 ={'ean

imgossivle to continue its (X il&m@c%ﬁ@vm&& Illi-'f':‘v"awwnr.aut {inancial
assistance. State toldf ‘U\. that {t would re-e¢xamine possible sources |
of firancial assistance go that the MURTTE could Le continued. State

- will present this as a policy, and ,;osemly a funcing, issue for
. ¢eeision by the Special Group.. ' '

VOA. he Voice of America continues its cfiective intcrviews
with individual Cubans. ©n 12 June, VOA carricd 2 half-hour program
of interviews with relatives oi prisoners In Castro's notorious Isle
of Fines jail, describiag the miserable conditions in which political
pricosicrs are [orced to exist. For ite regular series last week, USIA

“tuned interviews wilh a {amous Cuban racdio and TV etar, a poor
fioherniwan w:»o escaped with seven little children, a construction
worker, an owner of a food store, and a time-keceper. The storics
of thiese people ring true ané ivmdict tiro regirne in a manner no other
mecium can Go.

Press. USIA's prccs output cﬂnhasi:cd Castro's admission of
mie-management of Cuta'e azriculture, a refujcee interview teiling
lhow Cuba's consumer industrics arc being ruined, and 8 commentary
on thie drop in Cuban sygar production. .

cubmarine. 71
{for the operatig
the broaccasts.

Sosecial Folitical Activities. he Chicf of Ozerations has had two
meetinas withy Kobert rlurwitch since he wan appointed as State's repre-
sentative for oncrations. State was toked {or propasec State actions
giving epecial emmpihasis to Dperation Nongoose. No nroposals have
Leen submitted yet; Lir. ilurwitch has promised them for sulimiscion

Tiey will ke included in a revision of the 17 ay “"Frioritics
wihich will then be dlsirivated.

on 22 June.
Sclhiecule, "

"Eyes Only"' copies to:

1. General Taylor 5. Mr. Hennedy
2. Mr., Johnson : 6. Ceneral Lersnitzer W=
3. 'r. Cllpatric , 7. Cuief of Operaticns

) 4. MNr. l.cCuno
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